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The Coast Guard establishes anchorage grounds and 
regulations.  Their description and regulations are in the Code 
of Federal Regulations (CFR) and U.S. Coast Pilot. Charting 
these areas informs mariners that rules and regulations apply 
to each area.  Also, showing designated anchorage grounds 
alerts mariners that anchored vessels may be encountered. 
 

Charting conventions consist of a symbol and associated 
labels and notes.  NOAA charts show only the type of 
anchorage, its location, and a CFR section number.   
 

Federal anchorages are depicted by magenta limit lines 
showing the boundaries of the anchorage.  Line thickness and 
whether it is solid, dashed, or “T” varies with the type of 
anchorage.  A magenta screen may be added for emphasis.  
Anchoring berths may also be charted.  If so, they are solid or 
dashed circles of specified diameter with a small center-
position circle and a designator.  Circles and designators may 
be shown in magenta or a screened green.  
 

A charted anchorage area is identified with a magenta label in 
italic type that includes the title of the area as given in the 
CFR, any alphanumeric designator, the CFR section number, 
and a reference to the standard note A.  Note A directs the 
mariner to the appropriate section of the U.S. Coast Pilot or 
CFR for applicable regulations. 
 

Type of Anchorage Charting Symbol 
Commercial anchorage 
Dead-ship anchorage 
Deep-draft anchorage 
General anchorage 
Military anchorage 
Small-craft anchorage 
Special anchorage 
Temporary anchorage 

0.2 mm solid magenta line; anchoring 
berths may also be shown 
 

Explosive anchorage 
Quarantine anchorage 

0.2 mm dashed magenta line; anchoring 
berths may also be shown 

Forbidden anchorage 
Prohibited anchorage 
Restricted anchorage 

0.2mm T-dashed magenta line.  The top 
of the T represents the limit of the area. 

Fairway anchorage 0.5 mm solid magenta line; anchoring 
berths may also be shown 

http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/
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