NOAA Nautical Charting Calendar

Wrecks

Wrecks are classified as stranded or sunken. A stranded wreck is one
with any part of the hull or superstructure above the sounding datum.
Sunken wrecks are below the sounding datum or have only the masts
visible. If a significant portion of the wreck is bare at the Shoreline
Plane of Reference, it is a topographic (rather than a hydrographic)
feature and labeled with vertical (rather than italic) type.

All stranded and sunken wrecks shall be shown on all charts intended
for navigation. All nondangerous wrecks may not be charted. A
wreck or other obstruction that is charted shall not be deleted until
there is conclusive evidence that it does not exist or no longer exists
in the charted position.

Stranded wrecks are charted as —¥ The circle on the

baseline marks the published position of the wreck. Where the scale
of the chart is large enough, the true outline of a stranded wreck shall

be shown C_—__:\) Hk with a solid line, land tint, and labeled.

A sunken wreck is dangerous to surface navigation when any part of
it lies at 11 fathoms (20 meters) or less and if it lies in an area where
obstructions at such depths are hazardous to surface vessels. Wrecks
deeper than 11 fathoms may also be considered dangerous in areas
expected to be navigated by deeper-draft vessels. Sunken wrecks not
dangerous to surface vessels are charted with a sunken wreck symbol

only: I I : , ot with a known least depth and label "IW&.”

Dangerous wrecks over which a least depth has not been determined
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are charted as *+. <4 +". The center crosslines of the symbol mark
the position of the wreck. The symbol may be rotated to the
alignment of the sunken wreck. Blue tint is added within the
enclosing danger curve.

Sunken wrecks with only their masts visible are charted as

dangerous wrecks with the added label "Masz" T|+|-|‘ M&SIS
Where the depth over the wreck is unknown, the dangerous wreck
symbol may be used. A wreck over which a precise least depth has
been determined is charted with a sounding surrounded by a dotted
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danger curve, blue tint, and a label: "IV&" 52- Wk .

A cleared depth over a wreck obtained by a wire-drag survey is

shown with a sounding surrounded by a dotted danger curve, blue

tint, a wire-drag symbol outside the danger curve below the sounding,
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and the label "I7&" L——1 . A least depth obtained by a diver

takes precedence over a cleared depth obtained by wire drag which, it

turn, takes precedence over a fathometer sounding.

Where the scale of the chart is large enough, the true outline of the
sunken wreck shall be shown with a dotted line, blue tint, and labeled
"Wk.” Wrecks that uncover at the chart datum and cover at the
Shoreline Plane of Reference shall be charted with a dashed line, blue
tint, and labeled "Wk.”
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