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The United States Coast Pilot provides a variety of information to supplement the
information shown on NOAA nautical charts. Subjects in the 9 volumes include
regulations, channel descriptions, anchorage usage, bridge and cable clearances, currents,
tide and water levels, prominent features, pilotage, towage, weather, ice conditions, wharf
descriptions, dangers, routes, traffic separation schemes, small-craft facilities, and
recommendations on routes.

The Coast Pilots are continually updated from field inspections, Notices to Mariners,
reports from NOAA hydrographic vessels and field parties, information from other
federal, state and local government agencies, maritime and pilotage associations, port
authorities, and mariners.

Coast Pilots can be purchased from NOAA chart sales agents or downloaded for free

from NOAA at http://nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/nsd/cpdownload.htm. Critical

corrections are also available at this Internet site.

The Coast Pilots descend from the oldest of navigational documents, the peripli of
the Phoenicians, Greeks, and Romans. These documents described in geographic order
the ports and coastal landmarks that a seafarer would encounter along a given shore.

The U.S. Coast Pilot extends back to when Edmund Blunt (1770-1862) a bookseller and
publisher who sold his wares at the “Sign of the Bible” in Newburyport , MA, published
the “American Coast Pilot” in 1796. Blunt's Coast Pilot was the first book of American
sailing directions published in the United States. The copyright to Blunt's “American
Coast Pilot” was sold to the United States in 1867 for $20,000. NOAA makes its
historical Coast Pilots available at htt nauticalcharts.noaa.cov/nsd/hcp.htm.
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Note: You can add your own information to the Charting Calendar using Adobe Reader 7 or later. The tools are found at the
Tools -> Commenting, and Tools -> Drawing Markup features of Adobe Reader.
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